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Section A: Source-Based Case Study

Question 1'is compulsory for all candidates.

You may use any of the sources to help you answer the questions, in addition to
those sources you were told to use. In answering the questions you should use your
knowledge of the topic to help you interpret and evaluate the sources.

1

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

e)

- Study Source A.
What is the message of the cartoon? Explain your answer using details
of the cartoon and your own knowledge. [5]
Study Source B.

How useful is this source as evidence of Khrushchev's reasons for
placing the missiles-in Cuba? Explain your answer. [5]

Study Sources C and D.

Explain why the views of these sources differ regarding the outcome of
the Cuban Missile Crisis, . _ : 6]

Study Sources Eand F. -

Are you surprised by Source F? Eiplain your answer. (6]

Study all the sources.

‘Khrushchev made a mistake by placing the nuclear missiles in Cuba.’
How far do these sources support this view? Use the sources and your
knowledge to support your answer. (8]
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Should Khrushchev have placed nuclear missiles in Cuba?

Source A A German cartoon published in chober 1962 Kennedy is on the left and
*  Khrushchev is on the nghr The o H-Geh an capt:on neads' ‘Ok rhats
enOUth' . ! & T R el 4 R ,-‘\_:._

~Jetzt ist's aber genug!»

Source B: A view by Sergei Khrushchev, son of Nikita Khrushchev, about why his

father decided to place nuclear missiles in Cuba.

The reality is that after the Bay of Pigs, Fidel Castro announced he officially joined the
bloc. Through that [declaration] the obligation” of the ‘Soviets was to defe
their clients, all their allies because otherwise they would lose face ... and your allies
would not trust you. Cuba, after 1961, became for the Soviet Union the same as West
Berlin to the United States — a small useless piece of land deep inside hostile territory.

But if you don’t defend it, you will not be treated as a superpower. The United States
was ready to use nuclear weapons to defend Berlin. The Soviet Union sent missiles to
Cuba ... as a powerful signal to the United States: Don’t invade Cuba.

Soviet
nd all
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Source C:  An extract from Khrushchev’s memoirs written in 1971.

In 1961, we increased our military aid to Cuba. We were sure the Americans would
never agree to the existence of Castro’s Cuba. They feared, and we hoped, that a
Socialist Cuba might become a magnet that could attract other Latin American countries
to socialism. (We had to find an effective deterrent to American interference in the
Caribbean. The Caribbean crisis was a triumph of Soviet foreign policy and a personal
triumph in my own career\Today Cuba exists as an independent socialist country right
in front of America. We behaved with dignity and forced the United States to demobilise
and to recognise Cuba. -

Y A T Y R Y TR

Source D:  An American cartoon on the Cuban Missile. Crisis. It was published
on 29 October 1962 in the Los Angeles Herald-Examiner.

BACKDOWN AT CASTRO €ULeR *

Kennedy

Khrushchey

*Gulch = a deep V-shaped valley where gunfights were commonly staged in Westemn
cowboy movies )
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Source E: A letter from Fidel Castro to Khrushchev on 26 October 1962.

You can rest assured that we will firmly and resolutely resist attack. The morale of
the Cuban people is extremely high and the aggressor will be confronted heroically.
You have been and continue to be a tireless defender of peace and | realise how
bitter these hours must be, when the outcome of your superhuman efforts is so
seriously threatened. However, up to the last moment we will maintain the hope that
peace will be safeguarded and we are willing to contribute to this as much as we
can. Once more | convey to you the infinite gratitude and recognition of our people to
‘the Soviet people who have been so generous and fraternal with us, as well as our |
profound gratitude and admiration for you, and wish you success in the huge task |

and serious responsibilities ahead of you.

Source F: An extract from a conversation between Fidel Castro and Anastas
Mikoyan, the Soviet Deputy Prime Minister, on 2 November 1962.

Psychologically our people were not prepared- for that (remova[ of Sovaet missiles). A
feeling of deep disappointment, bitterness and pain has appeared as if we were
deprived of not only missiles, but of the very" symbol.of ‘solfdanty Reports of missiles
launchers being dismantled and returned to the USSR seemed to our people to be
an insolent lie. You know, the Cuban people were not aware that the missiles still
belonged to the Soviet side. The Cuban people did not conceive of the legal status of
these weapons. They had become accustomed to the fact that the USSR gave us
weapons and that they became our property.

Acknowledgements:

Source A: http:/Awww.cvee. eulen/obi/cartoon by lang on the cuban crisis 1962-en-f1bfbeca-8aa7-4d5d-a%b4
36092613a012.hitmi

Source B: https #/news.usni.org/2012/10/24/soviet-perspective-cuban-missile-crisis-nikita-khrushchevs-son

Source C: Ben Walsh; GCSE Modem World History; London: Hodder & Stoughton; 2001.

Source D: http://www.bobstaake.comvkar/hubenthal importance. htmi

Source E: htfp:/nsarvhive.gwu.edwnsa/cuba mis cri/621026%20Castro%20Letter%%20t0%20Khrushchev.pdf

Source F: Ben Walsh; GCSE Modem World History; London: Hodder & Stoughton; 2001.
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Section B: Structured-Essay Questions
Answer one question.

2 This question is about the impact of WW1 in Europe.

(@)  Explain why membership problems weakened the League of Nations.

(8]

(b)  ‘The Allies got what they wanted from Germany through the Treaty of
Versailles.”How far do you agree with this statement?
Explain your answer. [12]

3 This question is about the Cold War.

(a) Expléin why the Berlin Blockade worsened the Cold War.
- (8]

(b)  ‘Communism in the Soviet Union failed because of Gorbachev’s

policies.” How far do you agree with this statement?
Explain your answer. [12]

End of Paper
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SUGGESTED ANSWER SCHEME

1 (a) Study Source A.
Whai is the message of the cartoon? Explain your answer using
details of the cartoon and your own- knowledge [5]
Level .Bascﬂp’ronx& Suggéi:fédmri”sﬁor Marks
L1 Content-only ; o
L2 | Identifies sub-massages --2-3
® Makes valid comments interpretlng the cartoon but misses
the main message of the source.
B Award the h:gher mark for more fully developed answers.
lprit of the Cuban Missile Crisis.
ind should be blamed. The cartoon
ing daggers at Kennedy and the daggers
n mlssﬂes Furthermore Khrushchev was drawn
to look & __es lcatﬂe and menacmg
L3 Identmas rnaln message of the cartoon 4-5

Award the higher mark for more fully developed answers, including
any valid reference made to contextual knowledge.

e.g. The message is that America could not tolerate Soviet
missiles in Cuba and was going to retaliate against them. The
cartoon shows Khrushchev attacking Kennedy with daggers and
Kennedy holding a dagger in his hands, getting ready to throw it
back to Khrushchev and saying 'Ok, that's enough!’. This scene
depicts how Khrushchev had antagonised USA represented by
Kennedy through the placing of nuclear missiles in Cuba and USA
retaliating against the missiles by fighting back with an equally
harsh manner. | know from contextual knowledge that when USA
discovered the missiles, there were several options that were
weighed including an invasion of Cuba and an air strike to destroy
the missile bases. Eventually, America struck back at the missiles
by imposing a naval blockade on Cuba.

This paper consists of 16 printed pages.

84

Page 1 of 16




Nan Hua.High School

First Preliminary Examination 2016

History 2204/03

(b)

Study Source B.

- How useful s this source as evidence of Khrushchev's reasons for

placing the missiles in Cuba? Explain your answer.

[5]

Level

Descriptor & Suggested Answer

Marks

L1

Yes/No: identifies content only or answers bi;ad on
provenance

1

| of the Soviets was to defend all their clients, all their allies because

Yes: supported with valid Inference from source
Award 3 m for supported inferences. .

e.g. Source B is useful about Khrushchev’s reasons for placing the
missiles in Cuba as it shows that Khrushchev had no choice but
to do so to defend a fellow communist ally, Cuba, from

possible American Invasion. The source says “... the obligation

otherwise they would lose face ... and your allies would not trust
you.” and "The Soviet Union sent missiles to Cuba ... as a powerful
signal to the United Sates Don't invade Cuba.” i

23 |

L3

[ useful..- -~

Y6s and No: supporter
makes up for source |
Award 3 m for being ab

L 2 iy i

Source B but remains o

e.g. Yes (L2) + However, the source is not entirely useful as it is
only able to show me one reason. | know that there were other
reasons which Khrushchev had for placing the missiles in Cuba,
For instance he wanted {o use the missiles as a bargaining chip
with USA to further Soviet interesi in West Berlin and also to force
USA to remove the Turkey Jupiter missiles which were threatening
o SovietUnion.

Beside the possible cross-reference above, students can also cross-refer

fo Source C to contradict Source B in that Khrushchev placed the
missiles in Cuba for other personal reasons which was not seen in
Source B. ("... we (USSR) hoped that a Socialist Cuba might become a
magnet that could attract other Latin American countries to socialism.”)

34

W

L3 + No: explained by an evaluation of B's reliability through
analysis of author's purpose ;

Award 4'm if candidates only question author's purposa (without
L3).

e.g. L3 + Furthermore, the source is not entirely useful as the
author may be biased cannot be trusted. The source was by

45

Khrushchev’s son and his account seemed to place his father in a
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positive light by claiming that his father did not seem to have a
choice but to place the missiles in Cuba for Cuba's sake. He could
be trying to absolve his father from blame for starting the Cuban
Missile Crisis which almost brought the world to the brink of a
nuclear war. He could have purposely omitted the other personal -
reasons which his father had and only focused on reasons which

-seemed to be for lhe common good of the communist bloc

(c)

Level | Jes

L1

6. g Both sourc  different t!ng'_tha outcome of the
Cuban Misslle Crisis. Sourc s that Khrushchev had
played a posltiva role ln “the
victorious. SourceC says "T""’ i

glven in to USA in the crlsls

caroon shows Khrushchev as a ‘re figt 'slouchmg,
swealmg profusely and looking downcast.' He s ed to have lost
in the gun battle With the Ioommg supenor ﬁﬁﬂre'represenhng USA.
Hence he had to retreat in disgrace. Furthermore the cartoon title
reads ‘Backdown at Castro Gulch’ which seems to insinuate’ that
: Khmshche._ ha backed down first in the crsIs - %

L3 -Explalns dlffarenca using contaxt (dlffarant tlme perlod) | 34
Award the higher mark within the level for more fully developed
answers.

e.g. The 2 sources differ in their views of the outcome of the crisis
as they were produced at different time penods Source C was
created by Khrushchev in 1971, around nine years after the end of
the crisis and he was able to use the fact that Cuba continues to

“exist as an independent socialist country right in front of America”
to back his claim that he had played a significant role in the crisis.
However, Source D was drawn and published on 29 October 1962,
one day after Khrushchev had made public (through Radio

Page 3 of 18
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3 Moscow) the Soviet acceptance of Kennedy's written response to
his letter of 26 October. By doing so, Khrushchev seemed to have
backed down and given in to USA to end the crisis. Hence the
cartoonist depicted Khrushchev in this negative manner as the
situation at that tlrne seemed to porﬁ'ay Khrushchev in such a way
aswell. vouERDNS SRS ._

L4 Explains difference using contextua!’fknowledge and 56
provenance to explain intel me
Award the higher mark within the level for r more fully deve Ioped
answers. T P

e.g. The sources differ in their views of the outcoma of the crisis as
they were created by different. peopl%
M_Qwas written by Khru hf{ﬁ : e
his role in the crisis had helped 1o aci
ind Cuba. Khrushchev ha
USA to end the crisis by acceptin
have written this in his memoirs | . )
:that his role was victorious so as to shift the blame away from him. -
- | He was also forced to resign in 1964 due to: the way he handled
| the crisis. However, sgm___w te
also pubhshed inan Arnencan :
end of the crisis. The cartoon \
‘Khrushchev in a negahve lighta g-oals
face of American power. It could have been published to convince
the American public that their government was victorious in the
“crisis so that any public criticism of how the government handled
the crisis would be deflected. '

‘_'r:an and d’epi’cted
er his retreat in the
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knowledge or other sources
« Award the higher mark in the level for more developed
answers.
» As L2 but explains that Source F shows negative Soviet-
Cuban relatlons s S

rendered support to ’Guba on severa! occasions when USA had
threatened her with economic and political dominance. USSR had
redeemed Cuba by effenng to buy over her surplus sugar so as to
minimise Cuba's reliance on the Cuban Sugar Quota set by
America,

OR

First Preliminary Examination 2016 History 2204/03
(d) -'Study S'eurces E and F.

Are you surpnsed by Souroe F? Explain your answer. [6]
~Level . __'-Descriptori_ -Sugges s R | Marks
L1 Yes/No: Idenﬂﬂes content in Source F whlch is/is not 1

su rprlslng wlthout explanatlon
e.g. Yes l 'am surpnsed b
belween Cuba’ and USSR’
still admired and 're
avmg' her vulnerable to us aggressnon : ;5'115':"' :
L3 'Yes OR No, explelned by cross—reference to contextual 3-4
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"e.g. Nolamnotsu Irise_ at Source F sho .: ah‘ve oviet-

ssure from USA. He
could have felt that‘ Khrushehev had betraged thenr alliance by
giving in. Source'D also depicts : i
shows Khrushcﬁev asa retreetmg ﬁgure s!ouchlng sweatmg
profusely and Iookmg downcast. He seemed to have lost in the gun
battle with the fooming superior figure representing USA. Hence he
had to retreat in disgrace. Furthermore, ‘the cartoon title reads
‘Backdown at Castro Guich’ which seems to- insinuate that
Khrushchev had backed down first in the crisis.

L4

No - evaluates 50urce F uslng-detalled ' m:l specific
contextual knowledge about the immediate impact of the
removal of missiles on Soviet-Cuban relations

Award the hlgher mark In the Ievei fermere developed answers,

e.g. Source F depicts Cuban-S' et relatrens te have deteriorated
due.to the removal of the mi: ﬂes by Soviet Union. It is not
surprising as it was an extract from a cenqersatlen between Castro
and Anastas Mikeyan ol ember 1962. The conversation was

: % anno i on Radio Moscow of

n : struck with America. It
Is not surprislng that Cast'ro ﬁould react so strongly against
the removal of the missiles as he perceived the removal as an
act of betrayal by Khrushchev and he definitely feit abandoned
by Soviet Union” at-a time when the American threat was still
looming. Furthermore. Khrushchev did not ‘consult him on the
removal ‘and he only learnt of it through Khrushchev’s radio
announcement. ‘Mikoyan was sent to persuade Castro to
cooperate In the inspection of the Soviet missiles that were to
be removed and’ durlng the conversation, Castro was so
furious that he even threatened to reveal to the UN that Cuba
still possessed tactical nuclear missiles.

5-6
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(e) Study all the sources.
" 'Khrushchev made a mistake by placing the nuclear missiles in Cuba.’
How far do these sources support this view? Use the sources and your
knowledge to support your answer. (8]
Level | Tos T & S0a o Marks
L1 hypo hesls o valld sourca reference 1
L2 | Yes OR No, supported by' Valid source ise 24

| Award 2 marks for one Yes OR No, supported by valid source use,
and an. additional mark for each subsequent valid source, up to a |

Lo i R

maxrmum_o 4__‘, ark

"";|I_Iustrates the possible |
ry. of the missiles. The

__Kﬁrushcﬁ"
Kennedy'through the plﬁcn ] d

retallatrng agaznst the ‘missiles by figl ghtmg back wath an equaliy
harsh manner Thls could possmfy*tead to a nuclear war between

depfcts h

such as an invasion of Cuba or an air stnke to destroy the missile
bases in'Cuba. This would have placed the world at the brink of a
nuclear war. Hence Khrushchev had made a mistake as he had
antagonised USA and put the world at risk.

Source D supports the statement as it shows that Khmshchev

'shouId not have placad the mlssllas In Cuba In the ftrst place
The cartoon shows Khrushchev as a retreating figure, slouching,

sweating profusely and looking downcast. He seemed to have lost
in the gun battle with the looming superior figure representing USA.
Hence he had to retreat in disgrace. Furthermore, the cartoon titie
reads ‘Backdown at Castro Gulch' which seems to insinuate that
Khrushchev had backed down first in the crisis.

Source F supports the statement as It shows that when
Khrushchev finally decided to remove the missiles as a way to
end the confrontation with America, Castro was angered and
this created a rift between the two previously close allies.
Hence Khrushchev should not even have placed the missiles in
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Cuba in the first place. Castro, in his conversation with Anastas
Mikoyan, blamed Soviet Union for lying to the Cubans as “they
(Cubans) had become accustomed to the fact that the USSR gave
(them) weapons (nuclear missiles placed by Khrushchev) and that
they became. (their) property.” He also expressed “deep
disappointment, bittemess and pain...” through Khrushchev's
betrayal.

OR
e.g.NO

Source B does not ‘support the statement as it shows that
Khrushchev-did not have a choice but to place the missiles in
Cuba so as to dafend Cuba, a cornmunist ally, from a possible
invasion from USA. The source 'says “.. the obligation of the
Sowets was to defend all their clients,’ all their allies ' because
omervﬁse they would lose face"..; and your allies ‘would not trust
you.” and "The Soviet Union sent M[SSIIES_ to Cuba ... asa powerful
signal to the United Sates: Don't invade Cuba.”

Sourca C does not - support the: stalement as it shows  that
KhrushcheV's decision 1o place the missiles in Cuba had led to

victories for Soviet Union and Cuba: H&sald "“We behaved with |

dngnlty and forced the United States to demobilise and to recognise
Cuba.” From this, Khrushchev. seemed to be claiming victory over
the Cuban Mlssﬂe Crisis.

Source E does not support the statement as it shows that by
placing the missiles in Cuba, USSR’s relations with Cuba had
improved- even further.:Castro, in h “letter to Khrushchev,
applauded and praised him for his courage and help in defending
Cuba from America. He™ described ‘Khrushchev as a ‘tireless
defender of peace” and superhuman efforts”.

Yes AND No, supporlad by-.=valid source use

L3 5-7
Award 5 marks for one Yes AND one No, supported by valid
source use, and an additional mark for each subsequent valid
source, up to a maximum of 7 mafks

L4 |L3 but also addresses “how far" through the use of contextual 8

knowledge to question a source in relation to its rellabllity,
sufﬂciancy etc
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Section B: Structured-Essay Questions

2 This questlen is about the impact of WW1 In Europa

(a) Exp!am why mernbership problems weakened the League of Nations.
(8]

Level .|'D “ 1 Marks
L1 . § 1-2
L2 ) ; 34

Award 3 medrs for rdenfma&mmmoul descnphon
Award 4 marks for deterled descnptron
13 48

e. g Flrslly. USA's non-membership in the League of Nations made
it lack the necessary economic and military backup of the USA
to enforce its ‘will. The USA, despite bemg the world’s largest
national economy at the time and having her status as a mmtary
power cenfmned in VWUE did not join the League This was

because USA was pursumg a non-interventionist” policy and

preferred o engage in foreign affairs on their own terms at their
own pace rather than commit themselves to the League. ‘Without

the support and backing of USA, the League weakened
| considerably as it would seem to possess enough power to

condemn aggressor countries such as Italy who would simply
ignore the" League’s condemnations, left the League and
continued to aggressively invade Abyssinia in 1937.

e.g. Secondly, by disallowing certain countries from joining the

League made it lose credibility as a neutral peacekeepmg
organisation. Certain countries were disallowed from joining as
they were seen as threats. Germany was not allowed to join until
1926 for its role in causing WWI. The ‘Soviet Union was also
disallowed from joining until 1934 due to its communist ideology,
large size and population. With the exciusion of powerful and
strong countries from the League, Its ability to enforce
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sanctions effectively was greatly undermined. In addition, its
credibility and authority as a neutral and fair organisation
would also be questioned as it was seen as being too closely
assoclated with the victorious nations from WWI. Of the 40-
odd nations that joined the League, 31 had taken part in the
war on the side of the Allles.
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(b)

“The Allies got what they wanted from Germany through the Treaty of

Versailles.” How far do you agree with this statement?

Explam your answer. [i 2]

Level

) Dasetlntor"& Suggeét’ed Answer

Marks

L1

“Describes the Treaty of Versailles or the Allies” aims

1-2

L2

Explalns Yes OR No
A'Wafda mark.g_ fo}‘ an exp!anat:on and further marks for additional

l é‘gree that'lhe Allles got what they wanted from Germany through

the Treaty of Versallles This was especsally so for France who had
-. o .

of her. above alms met as thle Trea_ty as particularly harsh on
Germany. Under the Wa Guilt Clause, she had to accept
complete blame for causing WWI France regamed Alsace-Lorraine
and the profits from the Saar coal region and Gerrnany ‘had to'also
pay  compensations of 6,600 million pounds. Besides France,

other Allies like Italy and Japan were also able to get what |

they hoped from Germany in the form of territorial gains.
Britain wanted the German navy to be weakened as Its own
position of naval superiority was previously threatened by

German naval armaments. The Treaty reduced the German navy |

to just 15,000 men and it was not allowed to have smeéfinés.'-
OR

E.g. However, not all the Allies were satisfied with the Treaty's

terms. In particular, Britain’s prime minister Lioyd George was

personally opposed treating Germany too harshly as he feared
an unfair peace would lead to another war. He also wanted
Germany to be able to recover economically from war to prevent
the rise of communism. However, the final terms proved to be
against his personal wishes as they were very harsh on
Germany such as the tight financial, military and territorial
restrictions which crippled Germany’s economy.

3-6

L3

Explains Yes AND No
Award 7 marks for an explanation of Yes and an explanation of No
and further additional reasons or supporting detail for reasons, to a
maximum of 10 marks.

7-10
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L4

L3 + reached a balanced conclusion based on explicit
consideration of “how far”.

e.g. L3 + In conclusion, | agree that the Allies got what they wanted
from Germany through the ‘Treaty of Versailles. The treaty was
negotiated at the Paris Peace Conference where the victorious
powers met to discuss and decide the price Germany had to pay
for the war. Furthermore, Germany was not even invited to the
conference. Hence it was clear that the terms of the Treaty were

_set out to punish Gemmany and make her pay for causing WWI.

Most of the victorious nations had suffered from the war and faced
public pressure back home to seek revenge on Germany Through
the harsh treaty, they would get what they wanted from Germany.
The few who were hesitant about the impact of the harsh terms
were unable to voice their concerns as they were personal feelings
which would have been lost amidst the general almosphere of
hatred and resentment against Gerrnany at that pmnt in time.

11-12
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3 This questionls ai}om the end of Cold War.

(a)

Explam why th' Berlln Blockade worsened the Cold War. (8]

“Lavel Marks
L1 1-2
L2 34
L3 4-8

and this worsened superpower ralatlbns thus lntenslfylng the
Cold War.

e.g. The Berlin Blockade also worsened the Cold War as its failure
boosted the power and credibility of the Western powers and made
Stalin and the Soviet Union even more determined to protect its
sphere of influence in East Germany. To overcome the Berlin
Blockade, the Westemn powers flew suppltes into West Berlin for
the next 11 months, with one plane reaching West Berlin every 30
seconds at the height of the airlift. Soviets did not shoot the planes
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| of the Westem powers down, for fear of being seen as engaging in
an act of war. Realising the blockade had failed, Stalin entered into
negotiations with the Western powers and re- -opened the land and
water routes into West Berlin. When the Alriift officially ended on 30
September 1949, more than 2.3 million tonnes of supplies had
been flown into West Berlin. The failure of his blockade and the
| success of the airlift humiliated Stalin and made him even
| more determined to extend Soviet control in Germany which
| would continue to undermine superpower relations. The
~ | situation also shows that the two sides had conflicting visions

over the future of Germany and this would not mend relations
_ but emphaslsed thalr differences.
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(b)

‘Communism in the Soviet Union failed because of Gorbachev s
policies." How far do you agree with this statement?

Explaln yeur answer ' . 112)

Lavel

“Descriptor & Suggestecf,Answer ol N

Marks

L1

Describes the failure of communism in the Sowet Union or
Gorbachev s policies

1-2

L2

Explains )“ee OR No
Awal s for an exp!enatron and further marks for additional

- reasdns or supportmg deta:ls for reasons, up to a max:mum of 6

marks

B g l agree that cemmumsm in the Sowet Unton failed because of
Gorbachevs po!lcres When Gerbachev carne le pewer ln 1985
2 f i

8 Cf p’p’lmg cost of maintaining mflutery
fa_che_v belleved that the enly way to

supporters permnssion. te'“-Speak out In favour of reform and to
provide the space and opportunities to convince the Soviet people
that reforms were necessary. He began by Iaunchlng a.series of
public debates, relaxed the censorship of books, journals and
newspapers. New discussions on-and reconstructions of -Soviet
history were also permitted. However, thase relaxations revealed

and deprived them of what the rest of the worId had acces

They lost confidence In the communist ‘rule and vision anci
lncreasingly deslred Independence Thls was eSpemally S0 as

Giasnest had unlntentlenally ‘Created a 'platf'oml where
criticism of communist rule in the Soviet Union could not be
controlled and this Inevitably would lead to the fallure of
communism in the Soviet Union.

OR

E.g. However, failure of communism in the Soviet Union could not
be entirely blamed on Gorbachev’s policies. Communism in the
Soviet Union would have failed even If Gorbachev had not
ascended to power as there were already Inherent problems

with the communist system such as the inefficiencies of its
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command system. For example, the overemphasis on quantitative
indicators along with lack of innovation and creativity led to poor
quality of Soviet goods. Another problem was the lack of checks
and balances on the government which encouraged officials to
falsify statistics to meet quotas, as well as engage in corrupt
practices such as bribery. Fewer resources were also devoted to
providing consumer goods due to the emphasis on industrialistion

and production of military goods since the introduction of Stalin's 5- |

Year Plans. With these Inherent flaws, Soviet citizens’ needs
were hardly met as they faced deprivation and a poor quality
of life which was In stark contrast to the abundance of the
Western European countries. Hence they grew Increasingly
resistant to and disillusioned with the communist vision and
rule which could not provide them with a basic comfortable
way of life. ‘

consideration of “how far”.

e.g. L3 + In conclusion, | agree that communism in the Soviet
Union failed because of Gorbachev's policies. Although the
inherent flaws of a communist economic system failed to improve

lives for the Soviet people, Gorbachev's reforms hastened the

failure of communism. His policies under Glasnost opened up a
new world and possibilities to the Soviet people who began
yeaming for a change to their way of life. Without Glasnost, the
Soviet people might not have been fully aware of how their lives
could be turned around by giving up on the communist system.
They might have still continued supporting the communist ideology
which had already existed for about 70 years.

L3 Explains Yes AND No 7-10
Award 7 marks for an explanation of Yes and an explanation of No
and further additional reasons or supporting detail for reasons, to a
maximum of 10 marks. ‘ -

L4 -Lﬁ + reached a balanced conclusion based on explicit| 11-12

Page 16 of 16

99







	SA1 Nan Hua High School



