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SINGAPORE CHINESE GIRLS’ SCHOOL
PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 2015
SECONDARY FOUR

COMBINED HUMANITIES ' g 2204/03

The Making of the Contemporary World Order (19065—1 991)
Wednesday 29 July 2015 1 hour 40 minutes

Additional materials:
2 Cover Sheets

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST . :
Write your name, class and index number on all the work you hand in.  ~
Write in dark blue or black pen on both sides of the paper.

Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or correction fluid.

Section A ]
Answer all parts of Question 1.

Section B
Answer one question.

Write all answers on the writing paper provided.

Start your NEW question on a NEW sheet of writing paper.

Complete the Cover Sheets and attach accordingly.

At the end of the examination, fasten Section A and Section B SEPARATELY. They will be
collected SEPARATELY. The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each
question or part question.

This document consists of 6 printed pages.
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Section_ A (ﬁourgag%sgq _Case{?tudy)
Ouestlon 1 is compulsory for.all candidates.
Study the sources carefully'and then‘answer all the questions.
You may use any of the sources to help you answer the questions, in addition to those sources

you were told to use. In answering the questions, you should use your knowledge of the topic to
help you interpret and evaluale the sources.

1 (a) Study Source As rop o i3l (3
- Why was this cartoon published? Use the source and your own knowledge to
expiam your answer febirm oo 5 ] 53]
(b) Study Sources B and C.

Does Source C prove that Khruschev was wrong? Explain your answer.” - ' [6]

(c) Study Source D

Are you surprised by this source? Explain'your answer. s 3
(d) Study Sources EandF. "
Which source is more useful as evidence for the outbreak of the Korean War?
Explain your answer. n
(e) Study all the sources. :
“The Korean War was an extensron of the Cold War in Europe ‘How far do

the’ sources Suppert thls v:ew’?‘ Use the ‘sotirces and your knowiedge to
éxplain your answEr~ W O 2 _’“"“'* e e (8]
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To what extent was the Korean War a proxy war?

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Read this carefully. It may help you to answer some of the questions.

In post-World War Two, pendlng lhe return of Korean independence, Korea, a Japanese colony
since 1910, was to be OCCUplE!d north of the 381!1 parallel by Soviet Russia and South by the
United States mllstary adrn:nlstratton In the North the Soviets backed a Stallmst reglme under
their client Kim Il-sUng and created the North Korean Peoples Army, eqmpped ‘with Russtan
tanks and artillery. In the South the chaotlc pol'trcal sduatlon resulted in an Amencan-backed
administration under the pres:denc:y of Syngman Rhee whose openly declared aim 'was the
imposition of national uruty by force As a result of. thls stance the Amencan tramed South
Korean army was limited to a lightly armed gendarmerle Iacklng tanks. ombat aircraft and all
but a smatl amount of field artillery.

After several years of increasingly bloody frontier incidents along the 38th parallel, the Republic
of Korea was invaded by the North Korean Peoples’ Army on 25 June 1950. With the
involvement of international powers in this. war, questions were raised. if this war was indeed a
civil war or a proxy war fought in A5|a

Source A: A cartoon published during -thg,}(qreeb'.w_ar._

[Turn Over

172



Section B (Structured-Essay Questions)

Answer one question.

2  This question is aBout Stalin’s rule.
(a) Explain why Trotsky lost the leadership contest. [8]

(b) “Stalin’s use of force was key to his success in controlling Russia in the 1930s."
How far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer.

2]
3 This question is about End of Cold War.
(a) Explain why superpower relations eased in the 1970s. ' _ - [8]
(b) “Gorbachev was largely to be blamed for the collapse of communism in the Soviet
empire.” How far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer. ! [12]

End of Paper.

o tennessee govitsla/exhibitsiveteransfimages/Korealk, xCartoonStalinUSam
Source B: Taken from Nikita Khrushchev. “Truth About the Korean War,” in Kim Chulfbaum (Editor). The Truth About the Korean
War. Seoul: Eulyoo, 1991: 61
Source C: Taken from hitoJmww.psywarrior. com/PsyopOfficerKorea html.
Source D:; Taken from : ital jve wi center.

Source E: Taken from hltp:ﬂdigﬁa!arch?ve.wiIsoncenter.orgfdocumemn 10686
Source F: Taken from Ben Walsh, "GCSE Modern World History,"Hodder Murray, 2001, p. 338.
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MARK SCHEME

Study Source A.

Why was this cartoon published? Use the source and your own knowledge to
explain your answer.

(4]

Levels

Descriptors

Mark

1

Content Only _
Eg. The cartoon shows both Stalin and the American president staring at
each other intensely.

Identifies sub-message
i.e. makes valid comments interpreting the cartoon but misses fhe main
message of the source. -

Eg. The cartoon was published to show that both the Americans and the
Russians were in conflict with one another over Korea. This can be seen in
the cartoon where both parties were staring at each other in a hostile manner
and pointing at the map of Korea. This shows that both parties wanted a
share of their mﬂuence in Korea.

Identifies the main message of the cartoon
Award the higher mark in the level for identifying the main message of the
source.

Eg. The cartoon aims at showing thal the Soviets were the aggressors in the
conflict in Korea. The cartoonist was suggesting that the blood of the Korean
soldiers were on the hands of Stalin as evidenced in the communist hammer
and sickle which was dripping in blood. The Americans, represented by
Uncle Sam was seen as standing up for the Koreans by not being intimidated
by the Soviets. The caption “Looking him in the eye” tells us that the
Americans would take on the challenge head on with the Soviets to protect
Korea.

Identifies intent of the source
Award the higher mark in the level for identifying the main purpose of the
source and placing this in the context of the conflict.

Eg. L3 + The cartoonist published this cartoon to draw support for the
Americans from the international community so that Korea would not fall into
the hands of the aggressors who were namely the communists.
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(d)

Stud-y Sources EandF. -~

Which source is more useful as evidence for the outbreak of the' Korean
War? Explain your answer. <~~~ - TS SRR AR dst 4y

n

Levels

‘Descriptors -

Mark

1

| Answers based on pravenance

2

Utility of sources based on content without reference to the quaéfidn

3

Comparison of utility based on content.

Comparison of utility based on content, cross-referred.
Award the higher mark in the level for both sources cross-referred..

Eg. Source E is more useful as evidence for the outbreak of the Korean War
as Source E is useful as it shows the Soviet involvement in the \'J_J\‘r'ar_ﬁg_ht from
the preparation stage. A top secret réport on the military situation in South
Korea from Soviet military officer Shtykov to Comrade Zakharov, Source E
states that “The concentration of the People’s Army in the région’ near the
38th parallel began on June 12°and"was concluded on June 23,“as"was
prescribed in the plan of the General Staff.” This shows Soviet involvement
in the planning of the war and thus; the Russians'would not be’able to claim
innocence ‘in the start of the war.”" This is further ‘supported by ‘my ¢ross-
reference to Source A which shows.Stalin claiming control over Korea and
had already started ‘action against Korea as evidenced from the“dripping

blood from the sickle. This source supports the utility of ‘Source ‘E in

demonstrating_ that the Soviets took the lead in the war.

Source F is less useful as it shows the US entering the war only after it had
started. Source F shows US involvement as a reaction to the North Koreans’
invasion of the South in protection 6f their authority in the world. “Source F
states “If we allow Korea to fall within the Soviet orbit, the world will feel we
have lost another round in our match against the Soviet Union™. This shows
a reaction of the Soviet involvement in the war and thus demonstrates that

| they were not the ones who started the war but joined in the war in retaliation

to Soviet involvement. ‘This is further supported by my eontextual’knowledge
that first US-involvement -only started on'4 July; with a‘tommitment-made
with the UN on 27 June to support the South Korean government. -

L4 + Comparison based on reliability of sources. 3
Award the ‘higher mark in the
on historical context. B

‘level for more well-developed answers based

Eg. L4 + Source E is reliable as it is a top secret report to ensure that
proper planning leading to the outbreak of the war was properly ‘carried out

and reported to ensure success'in their quest. Thus' there is no reason for
them to hide the truth, thereby making this source reliable and useful 10 show
that the Russians were involved in the lead up towards the outbreak of the

6-7
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1

war. -

the communists in Ieadrng up to the war Thus thts source IS useful in
'showing that the Americans: and UN-were; not Ahe .aggressors “in-this war,
instead. they only joined . the war - IJ'\ defence -Of Soutl_}rKo -and: their

(e)

tdeo[ogy .. Sl o s ey

Study aII'eources A : -._--._:;__- _ e

"The Korean War was.an extensmn. oﬁ the: Co!d War in: Europe How far do
the sources -support this view? - Use:the: sources;and a1 knowiedge to

explam your answer. (8]
Levels Descrigﬁgrs i ; oy “,-; 'Mark
1 { Writes about the hypothems no. va[id sotlrce use 1
2 Yes/No; supported-by-valid source’use: it wonis s 2-4
Award 2m:for. one -Yes or:No supported by valid. sounce vse, and an
addmonaf mark for each subsequent va!rd source use up ro a maximum of
4m. : g
3 Yes and No, supported by vahd source use. . ' 5-8
Award 5m for one Yes and ‘No supported by vahd ‘source use, and an
addi t:ona! mark for each subsequent vakd source use up ro a max;mum of
m, : mrer Eu e feiat pR O ;
Note: For L2 and L3, award a bonus of up to two marks:(i.e. +1/+1) for-use |
of contextual knowledge to question a source in relation to relfabmfy,
sufficiency etc. The total mark must not exceed 8 -
Eg Sources A, B, C, E and F support this assel:hon as all the sources show
that the Korean War was not merely a civil war.between: Nor;h and Korea but
an involvement of the western powers in- conﬂlct in Europe il
Source A shows that the conflict between the Russrans and
over Korea as characterized by the fi gures of Stalin and Uncle:
each other over Korea. This shows that the. conflict has faker ,on a more
global nature than snmply a civil war, involving the wes!ern powers :
Source A IS corroborated by Sources B. C;and E whlch show.' hat eme .5 .ygels
_were lnvolved in the plannlng and consuitatron of;he war right iro_ng, tpe. tart.
Source. B, states “at the end of 1949, sung arrive ) 3 :
con “Itatlons wrth Stalin. Ina a bropos V2 d ; p
SUpport which he did in consultation With the Chin se.” This demonslarafes'
that Russia‘was consulted at dlfferent stages a ein ' ;
further conﬁrms that this was more t‘han a civul war but a further extensnon of
the Cold War conﬂtcL :
o1 [Turn Over
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This is also seen in Source E whlch shows the planning stage of lhe war
under the advice of the Soviet officers as seen in *| report ‘about the
'preparahon and course of the 'military: operations”of the “Korean | eoples
Army" ‘which ‘shows the direct involvement of the’ Russrans, dem&nstrahng
"thelr mtent to extend thelr rdeologrca! warfare rnto Korea rdoliligh i

O e

Source Cis the most useful source: tn shong lhat the war was an’ extensmn
of ‘Russia’s " intént ‘of making ‘it an" ‘ideological warfare, feedmgrback to
Moscow, thus showing that the war not merely an_ lmemal war but g ,'..Struggle
for power of the communist world. :

Source F shows that the Americans were also drawn into the conflict for fear
of the spread of communism as seen in “If we allow Korea: to*fall within the
Soviet orbit, the world will feel we have lost another round in our match
against the 'Soviet-Union”™. This suggests that the entrance of the US_mfo the
Korean War was’ ‘part of their containment effort.- =

Eg. Source D does not support the assertion as they demonstrate th_e war
was merely a response to the South Korea invasion which clda;!j?‘DTd_lcages
that it was a war within the country iitself- - This can:be seen.in'sThe DPRK
Ministry of Internal Affairs has issued ‘an order-to- security, detachim nts to
repel the atlacks of the enemy Thts shows that this was merelya cml war

o) > i ¥

2 This question is about Stalin’s rule.

(a) Explain why Trotsky Iost the Ieadersh:p contest. [8]
Level Descriptor : § s Marks
1 Describes the Reichstag Fire 1-2
Award 1m for.each detail up to a maximum of 2m " ' ]

2 Identifies or describes factors 1< | - Sl 34
Award 3m for identification without desmprron .
Award 4m for detailed descnptmn

3 | Explainsfactors’ = SRR T e st R | 58
Awa:‘dS-B_m-fDr’bﬂe Explamedfacror'-- 3 il AASERE:

Award 7-Brir”foi' two exp!amed facrors. T e A
Trotskya unpopuiarity in the Polltburo Ied to his Ioss in lhe
leadership ‘Contest. Trotsky was over-confident that he would" succeed
Lenin as he .'és regarded as Lenm S right-hand man Furlhérmore, as

the head of the 'Red Army, he had a great deal of power. As s

such, he
was. complacgnt about building suppor[ w1(h|n the ranks of, the arty,
thinking that it was sufficient to have a power base consrstjpg -of the
youths, students and the Red Army ThIS proved to be a wrong move as
members of the Politburo saw him not only as the biggest threat. _but

also as arrogant and were willing to work with Stalin to remove him
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from power.: For example, Kamenev and Zi npwev formed .a troika
alliance with Stalin to discredit-him and eventually removed. hrm from
power. Furthermore ‘with his‘idea ot permaneni! qddwrde remlutron

he was constantly away from home.and was thus unable to capture
support. from the Politburo as well,_as the people..; Trotsky was also
outspoken and had openly argued:with. Lenin and the party | on. eyeral
topics such as the New Economic. o}:cy and the i mcreasmg _
the Party by the Politburo. and C;egltral Executwa COmmjttee These‘_;
criticisms openly chaflenged the organisation ‘and policies of the Party
and were seen as acts of disloyalty to Lenin and the Party. He was
unable to deal with the Party’s politics"as members: of the-Politburo
began to exclude him from dec;sron-makmg and. this .undermined his
pasition in the Party. Thus, with the death of Lenin, Trotskys lack of
vigilance dué to over-confi dence and cornp!acency affowed‘ Sfar n fo
maneuver the situation and garn support for hrmse:'f feadmg to him
losing the leadership contest.

and trickery to get rid of others The mosl notabia pne belng,_the wrong
date that was given to Trotsky for Lemn s funeral.Many party. _embers '
were angry with Trotsky for failing to appear at the funeral as:

a lack of respect for Lenin. Stalin- rneanwhrle gave humself the' role of
the chief mourner and was able 1o project himself-as someone who
was very close to Lenin. He also formed alliances with. members to get
rid of his opponents. Stalin had’ fo'resort fo ‘éngage in" “stich” “clique
politics as he was relanvely weak compared to Trotsky He therefore,

otr t rge
| as leader of Russia. Besides that. Stalm also rnade use of hi 'post' as
Secretary-General of the party to. further hlmself As the. Gengral
Secretary he was in a powerful posrtlon he had the. power to appoint
people to key positions and he made sure that the people appomted to
such positions were: his loyal supportérs: Thus in- 1925 he was able to
ruthlessly oust Trotsky from his post as’ Commlss_a_r for War andout of
the Polltburo m 1926 because d the "hug& sUj rt?baseJh‘é”had i

Thus, Stahns personalrty enabled him to ehmmate Trotsky and Iater
other compeutors. thus enabling . h!m to gain sole recognrtlon as the
rightful leader. of the country. Furthermore Stailn was able. to Stalm s
idea of “Socialism. in One Counlry" appealed more to..the Party
members and the Russia’s as compared to Trotsky's idea of world
revolution which did not find broad acceptance among Party members
because they were ‘weary at the prospect of more fighting as' they had
been involved in several wars such as the Russo-Japanese War, the
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each other for power.

(b) “Gorbachev was largely to be blamed for. the collapse of. communlsm in the Soviet

empire.” How far do you agree With this statement" Exp]aln your aQ [12]
Level Des:riptor e ' s i LG ': = Marks
1 Describes the event.‘ factor, with.no. focus on the quest:on PRt R 1 12
Award 1m for each- de!an' uptloa nwx:mum of 2m T I : -
2 Explains YesORNo -+ » " i o N 2 - 3-6

Award 3m for- expfanahon and further mark.s for addmonal reasons or
supporting detail for reasons toama-mmum of 6m el i Byereee :
Award 4m for detailed: descdpt:on £l ;

-3 Explains Yes. AND No. - A e = e T . 7-10
: Award 7m for.-an: exp!anatton of Yes and an explanahon of No and furU':er
marks for addtt:onai reason ro a max:mum of 1001 Fat PRI .

Agree: Given Factor Gorhachev‘s fault (Effects of Perestronka and-
Glasnost)’ :

Gorbachev.was to blame for the collapse of communism !n the USSR
. | because his .economic: reforms failed.:Gorbachev's ‘policy of perestroika
| or economicrrestructaring failed” to ‘dchieve-its infended -outcome. of ‘helping’
the illing command economy recover! “He had hoped that: this pcllcy Would
revitalize: the economy by advocahng cooperative ‘ownership: totencourage
greater interest, productivity and investment among ‘Soviet WOrkers ‘in their-
respective industries. While he believed that these reforms were in-line-with
| Socialism, he faced resistance from- hardlnners who felt that he was betraying
Marxist teachings on how a‘communist-economy should ‘be-run. He had
introduced capitalist-methods to solve serious 'economic problems caused by
inefficiency. He ended state monopolies by allowing private investors 1o take
over and ended subsidies so that state coffers would not be depleted further.
He allowed 24,000 state-owned factories ‘that werelosing money; out. of
46,000, “to ~close -down. =He "alsoigave: managers -the" freedom"‘ to- make
decisions on"what' they “want“to'“produceand ‘to-allow* market: forces to
determine the prices ‘of ‘goods. Furthermore, he ‘also cut down an military
spending by reducing the size of the Red Army and withdrawing them from
the Satellite -States: Hardllners were ‘furious that Gerbachev had-made huge
cuts on ‘military“spending. They felt that he was 1ec§pardtsmg th'e secunty of
the Soviet Union:: All these, in theory, would turn the Soviet economy ‘around
because perestrmka would ‘eventually Solve the problem of inefficiency and
waste: Unfortunately to the communist hardliners; this'was a: betrayal ‘of the
true political-ideals” of communism. - They’sabotaged-his effor_ts and made
sure that it failed. The failure of the new énterprisés set‘up led-to increased
need for government support and many of the Soviet citizens lost interest in
wanting to”start” their own businesses. "~ Saoviet workers in ‘state* owned
factories that failed also-suffered immensely as ‘they were retrenched: The
Soviet people also suffered initially because ‘'subsidies were removed leading
to a sharp rise in"prices 'of basic necessities. Therefore, pérestroika, which
was meant to save the USSR, was instrumental in hastening its ‘demise as it
was_unpopular with all groups of people within the country; starting from the
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these goods. The problems of inefﬂmency in the Soviet economy and the
rampant corruption among communlst cadre members were too numerous
and unsolvable. It would have been drff' cult for any man, even a man of
Gorbachev's ability, to solve the numeraus serious polmcal and economic
problems of the Soviet Union that had accumulated over the many decades.

' Thus, the collapse of communism would be inevitable as there was increased

dissatisfaction from the people and the ‘inherént prob!ems of the Command
economy and the mabmfy to compete with the western powers effectively had

' placed the country on the brink of benkruprcy It would be a matter of time
before the commumst sysrem coﬂapsed :

L3 plus a balanced conclumc-n based on expllcit consideratlon of 'To
. what extent?’ "
- Award the higher mark in rhe !eve! for more fully devefoped answers.

" 11-12
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