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Study the Background Information and the sources carefully, and then answer all the

Section A {Source-Based Case Study)

Question 1 is compulsory for all candidates.

questions.

You may use any of the sources to help you answer the questions, in addition to those
sources you are told to use. In answering the questions you should use your knowledge of

the topic to help you interpret and evaluate the sources.

1

(a) Study Source A.

{b)

()

G

{e)

What is the purpose of the cartoonist in drawing this cartoon? Expiain
YOur answer.

Study Source B.

Does the professor think that ASEAN can solve the haze problem?
Explain your answer,

Study Source C.

How far is Source C useful in understanding Indonesia's effort in
solving the reglonal haze issue? Explain your answer,

Study Source D.

Are you surprised by the comments of Mrs Kahirani in this source?
Explain your answer.

Study Sources E and F. i

Both Source E and Source F have different views towards the ability of
Indonesia to solve the regional haze problem. Whose view is more
reliable here? Explain your answer.
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Can the haze Issue be solved effectively?
Background Information

A prolonged spell of haze had affected Singapore in 2015, with forest fires in neighbouring
Indonesia contributing to the hazy conditions for more than one and a half months. The
haze issue has plagued the nation for the past 40 years. In recent years, 3 countries,
Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore as well as ASEAN itself have been trying to resolve
the haze issuve. Indonesia herself has been trying to resolve the issue by deploying
rasowrces to put out the fire and enforcing faws to stop companies involved from
worsening the situation. However, it has been hindered by several problems ke weak
administration, the inabiiity of ASEAN to intervene and administer legal enforcement on
the emrant companies, as well as the force of nature.

With all these problems at hand, can the haze issue ever be resclved?

Source A:  An online cartoon drawn by a Singaporean during the haze period.

1 Know That Feel Brol

Pon't worry. okay?
I'.;O::mf;t;:::::r I will gend some planas
and [l put out svery ::: :l:ru:w atuf? ovar
spotof firs burning in slouds right: away!
thes forest, ok?

Source B: A comment by Dr Ooi Kee Beng, deputy director of Singapore-based Institute
of Southeast Asian Studies on the haze dilemma faced by ASEAN.

ASEAN is a collective expression of the agendas of 10 countries, the domestic poiitics of
many, which are in the divisive phase. One of ASEAN's principles is not to interfere in
member nation's domestic affairs. Hence, exerting pressure is a difficult thing to do. What
Malaysia can only do as a Chair, is to highlight the issue of the haze and offer-region wide
assistance. Singapore's recent action in issuing preventive measure notices aon 4
Indonesian companies deemed responsible for the haze seems to be the only
‘intenational legal limit, despite the ASEAN Transboundary Haze Agreement”. it can
request the company (without enabling the punishment or legal enforcement on any
companies) to:

+ Deploy fire-fighting personnel to extinguish or prevent the spread of any fire on land
owned.

+ Submit to NEA any plan of action to extinguish any fire on such land.

Source C: A response by Indonesian vice-president, Mr. H. Muhammad Jusuf Kalla,
during an interview in New York, United States.

Previously, Singapore expressed frustration with Indonesia regarding the smog that has
affected the country. The fires in Indonesia are worsened by the wind. Look at how long
they have enjoyed fresh air from our green environment and forests when there were no
fires. Could be months. Are they grateful? But when forest fires occur, a month at the
most, haze pollutes their regions. Why should there be an apology?

Wa have done all that we can do. We have deployed a number of aircrafts, troops and
funds for putting out the fire and carried out investigation. Since it has affected other
countries, if they want to help, then go ahead. Companies from neighbouring countries
were paying locals to clear lands using the slash-and-burn technique. It was the
foreigners, who needed land between 1960 and 1970, who inilially taught Indonesians
how to destroy the forests. In the name of development, our forests were cut down.
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Source D: A comment by Mrs Kahirani, an Indonesian woman, who experiences the
haze every year.

It has been like this for moere than 15 years. Every year thousands of people are affected
by ISPA {Acute Respiratory Infection). Last year, one of my friends suffered a miscarriage
because of the haze; this year two people died because of shortness of breath.

Every year, regional administrations try to take action against offenders but never seem fo
be able to entirely put an end to such practices apparently due to the lack of investigative
prowess and authority support. What upsets me is that some companies and officials
conspire to allow land and forest fires Lo continue to happen.

Companies would rather pay a negligible fee for officials t¢ keep their mouth shut than
clearing land properiy, which is a costly process. | know this happens because a retative
did this once. .

Source F:  An article from the .lakarta Post on President Jokowi's firefighting effort in
Indonesia.

Source E: A CNN article writtan by CNN meteorologist Torn Sater, who studies about
the causes and management of the Southeast Asian Haze.

indonesia has strict plantation laws. A company found guilty of clearing land by burning
can be fined up to 10 billion rupiah (US$700,000), and management faces up to 10
years in jail.

Despite these strict laws, forest campaigners say that companies continue to flaunt the
law,

“The process to punish companies is too slow and evidence collection was difficult. We
can see that there is a close relationship between the private sector and the
government in terms of corruption. Corruption process does not allow plantation
companies to be punished.” said Indradi, from Greenpeace Indonesia

The haze poses high economic cost to the country itself too. Indonesia has deployed
more than 3,000 personnel, including military and polica, to put out fires and investigate
suspects involved in starting the fires. Indenesian aircrafts are water bombing and
"cloud seeding”. All these responses will be slow to solve the problem as the root is the
corrupted system. This is one of the issues the govemment needs to seriously tackle.

Indonesta has been stepping up efforts in deploying more police to help with firefighting
and stepping up enforcement. Seven corporate executives in connection with illegai
forest fires across Sumatra and Kalimantan were arrested on Wednesday, as part of 8
wide-ranging effort to arrest the haze crisis.

President Jokowi said plantation permits have to be reviewed and terminated if they
were indeed destroying the ecosystem. In a maeting before the site visit, President
Jokowi responded “We all know the problem, Everybody knows the problem. It all boils
down to one question; Do we have the will? Are we serlous? | am very serious. Forest
fires have been ravaging Riau province for 17 years. That means deliberate neglect.”

People say bad people have strong backing from local law enforcers and government
officials. Good people have the backing of the President, Here at last is a president
who translates words into action.
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Section B (Structured-Essay Questions')

Answer one question.

2 Healthcare in Singapore

(a) Explain how self-reliance helps to manage the healthcare costs in
Singapore?

{b) Explain two other ways that help to manage the healthcare costs in
Singapore. Which one of them do you think is more important? Explain
your answer,

Bonding Singapore

(a) Explain how the multi-racialism policy helps to foster national identity in
Singapore.

{b) Explain two other measures thal help to foster national identity in
Singapore. Which one of them do you think is more important? Explain
your answer,

Sustalning Singapore's Growth in a Globalising World

(a) Explain how nurturing the growth of SMEs increases Singapore’s
competitiveness in the globalising world.

(b) Explain two other strategies that can increase Singapore's
competiveness in the globalising world. VWhich of them do you think is
more important? Explain your answer.

----- END OF PAPER -~
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Suggested Answer to Fuhua Secondary School
4E/5NA Social Studies Mid-Year Examination 2016

(a) | Study Source A.
1
What is the purpose of the cartoonist in drawing the cartoon?
Explain your answer. . [71
L1 | Answers based on provenance [Mm]
It is because he is a Singaporean who might have been experiencing
the haze in the region for the past years.
L2 | Because of the context. [2-3m]
+ To reflect the haze problem.[2m]
¢ This is to reflect the serious haze problem created by the
Indonesia as it affects countries across the border.[3m]
L3 { Answers based on what he wants to say - his message with a | [4-5m]

target audience and supported by evidence.
Pure Message with evidence only (no targeted audience) will score
only L3/4. No evidence will score only L3/3. Complele answer— L3/5

¢ The purpose of the cartoonist is to convinca the neighbours of
indonesia, especially Singapore and Malaysia, his criticism of
the Indonesia government which has been all falk and no action
/making empty promises and not taking actions when it comes to
putting out the fire.

+ The purpose of the cartoonist is to convince the neighbouring
countries of Indonesia his criticism of the Indonesian
government which is does not mean what it says when it comes
to putting out the fires.

+ The purpose of the cartoonist is to convince the neighbouring
countries of Indonesia his criticism of the Indonesia
government - for lagking in sincerity /not genuinely wanting fo
put out its fire.

« The cartocnist's purpose is to criticise the Indonesian
government that it lacks in sincerity /not genuinely wanting to put
out its fireffor all talk and no action in the putting out of the fire
which had led to serious transboundary haze problem.

Evidence: although Indonesia, as represented by the eagle, told the
lion and the tiger, which represeni Singapore and Malaysia
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respectively, that he understands the feeling of being affected by haze
and will put out “every spot of fire buming in the forests” the eagle is
still smoking a cigar which causes the smoke, representing that the
country is still contributing to the haze in the region.

L4

Answers based on the purpose/motive of the speech

The cartoonist's purpose is to convince (V) the neighbours of
Indonesia, mainly Singapore and Malaysia (A), that the Indonesian
government lacks in sincerity /not genuinely wanting to put out its fire
{M). This is avidenced from the cartoon drawn that although Indonesia,
as represented by the eagle, told the lion and the tiger, which represent
Singapare and Malaysia respectively, that he understands the feeling of
being affected by haze and will put out “every spot of fire burning in the
forests” and do cloud seeding, the eagle is still smoking a cigar which
causes the smoke, representing that the country is still contributing to
the hazea in the region, His criticism about Indonesia is to convince
(V) the two neighbouring countries to pressurize Indonesia or
work more closely with Indonesia to solve the haze problems so
that people in the region do not have to suffer anymore (0}

OR

The cartoonist's purpose Is to criticise Indoneslan government (A)
that It lacks in sincerity /not genuinely wanting to put out its fire/all talk
and no action in the putting out of the fire which has led to serious
transboundary haze problem.(M)This is evidenced from the cartoon
drawn that aithough indonesia, as represented by the eagle, told the
lion and the figer, which represent Singapore and Malaysia
respactively, that he understands the feeling of being affected by haze
and will put out “every spot of fire burning in the forests® and do cloud
seeding, the eagle is still smoking a cigar which causes the smoke,
representing that the country is still contributing to the serious haze in
the region which is suffocating the two other countries, Malaysia (Tiger)
and Lion (Singapore) as seen by the face mask on the two animals. His
criticism about Indonesla is to convince (A} the Indonesian
government to sclve the serious cross-boundary haze problem so
that peopla In the region do not have to suffer anymore. (O)

Note: Purpose is the intended impact of the message on the behaviour
of the aucience. Award 6m for undeveloped answers with intended
outcoma, unstipported, and 7 marks for developed answers with
intended ouicoma, supporled by source evidence. 6/7 marks must have
correc! message/audience and outcome,

**Note: audience can be Indonesia — criticise Indonesia {(message)

[6-7m]

(b}

/corvince them to soive the haze issue with the other two
counfries.

Study Source B.

Does the professor think that ASEAN can solve the haze problem
effactively? Explain your answer.

[6m]

L1

Yes/No based on misinterpretation.

Yes. He thinks that ASEAN can soive the haze preblem. He said that
Malaysia as the ASEAN chair can highlight the haze problem and offer
regional assistance to Indonesia.

[im]

No, based on correct interpretation of messages. No evidence.
2m for one message
3m for two messages

e No. He does not think that ASEAN can solve the problem
effectively because ASEAN is a regional organisation which
member countries do not intervene directly in each other
domestic problems when more can actually be done.

= No. He does not think ASEAN can solve the issue effectivaly
because law cannot be enforced in the haze issue.

[2-3m]

L3

No, based on correct Interpretation of messages with evidence,
4m for 1 message with evidence
5m for 2 messages with evidence

e No. He does not think that ASEAN can solve the problem
effectively because ASEAN is a regional organisation which
member countries do not intervene directly in each other
domestic problems. This is evidenced from ‘One of ASEAN'’s
principles Is not to interfere In member nation’s domestic
affairs, Hence, exerting pressure is a difficult thing to do.’,
implying that the principle of ASEAN Is not effective in
solving the haze problem.

s No. He does not think ASEAN can solve the problem effectively
because law cannot be enforced in this haze issue and the only
legal action that can'be carried out is one that is not effective
legally. This is evidenced from ‘Singapore’s recent action in
issuing preventive measure notices on 4 Indonesian
companias deemed responsible for the haze seem to be the
only “international legal limit”. It can request the company
(without enabling the punishment or legal enforcement on

[4-5m]

10
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any companies)’, which impiies that ASEAN organisation
cannot use any law to punish the companles that are
causling the problems, hence not effective.

L4

(c)

No. Based on overalli message.

No. He does not think ASEAN can solve the haze issue effectively as
the principle of ASEAN which does not allow direct intervention of other
nation’s domestic problems will not allow both Singapore and ASEAN
Chair, Malaysia to exert any direct pressure and definitely does not
have any legal power to enforce any legal actions against the
companies in Indonesia. This is despite the problem crossing over to
the two neighbouring nations. This is evidenced from the source
'‘One of ASEAN's principles is not to interfere in member nation's
domestic affairs. Hence, exerting pressure is a difficult thing to
do. What Malaysia can only do as a Chair, is to highlight the Issue
of the haze and offer-region wide assistance, Singapore’s recent
action in issulng preventive measure notices on 4 Indonesian
companias deemed responsible for the haze seems to be the only
“international legal limit”, despite the ASEAN Transboundary Haze
Agresment.’, implying that the a traditional practice/pringiple of
ASEAN wiil not be able to solve the haze problem.

Study Source C.

How far is Source C useful in understanding Indenesia’s effort in
solving the regional haze issue? Explain your answer.

[6m]

L1

Useful/Not useful, based on provenance

« Useful because he is the Vice-President of Indonesia who
should have some understanding of the effort.

* Not useful as he is VP of Indonesia and wili hence tend to side
his country.

[m]

L2

Useful/not useful based on content, plus evidence

It is useful in helping us see that Indonesia is putting in certain
measures to put out the fire, which allows us to undarstand that
Indonesia did try to put in some level of effort to try to sclve the
reglonal haze issue. This can be seen from the evidence ‘We have
done all that we can do. We have deployed a number of aircrafts and

[2m]

11

troops and funds have been used’, implying that resources have been
deployed to their best effort.

L3

Useful/not useful based on cross-references
3m for useful/not useful
4m based on useful and not useiul

Source C Is useful in understanding Indonesia’s effort In solving
the reglonal haze issue as supported by Source E which shows
Indonesia’s effort in trying to solve the issue. Source C shows that
Indonesia has implemented measures as bast as they can to put out
the fire which is evidenced from the source "We have done all that we
can do. We have deployed a number of aircraft, troops and funds for
putting out of fire and investigation. which implies that resources have
been deployed to their best effort. This Is further supported by
Source E which shows that Indonesia does contribute to haze
management In the region by daploying extensive resources to
extinguish fire, This is evidenced ‘Indonesia deployed more than
3,000 personnel, including military and police, to put out fires and
investigate suspects involved in starting the fires. Indonesian aircraft
are water bombing and "cloud seeding".

OR/AND

It Is not as useful in understanding Indonesia’s extent of their
effort In solving the regional haze issue as it does not mantion the
slow process in solving the haze as shown in other sources like
Source D. Source C shows that Indonesia has implemented measures
as best as they can to put out the fira which is evidenced from the
source ‘We have done ali that we can do. We have deployed a number
of aircraft, troops and funds for putting out of fire and investigation.’
which implies that resources have been deployed to their best effort.
Howevar, this is not the case In Source D which shows the effort
is lacklustre and process is slow as evidenced from the source
‘but never seem to be able 1o entirely put an end fo such practices
apparently due to the lack of investigative prowess and authority
support’ implying that the government is not doing encugh and not their
best.

Cannot cross-reference to Source A/ Source F as A and F are
biased.

[3-4)

L4

Usefulinot useful based on tone

It is not useful to use this source to understand the real effort as
one can detect a defensive tone of the VP towards the efforts of
the Indonesian government in solving the haze issue. He
expressed that the Indonesian government has done its best and that
the fire was due to nature’s doing and not within Man's control. Hence,

[5m]

12
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we are unable to have a better understanding of the effort as the
VP due to his highly biased, defensive tone to show Indonesia has
done all they can, thus painting & ohe-sided impression. This is
evidenced by 'The fires in Indonesia are worsened by the wind. We
have done all that we can do. We have deployed a number of aircrafis,
troops and funds for putting out the fire and carried out investigation.
Since it has affacted other countries, If they want to help, then go
ahead’, implying that any external assistance from neighbouring
countries’ is due to unnecessary worries, and not because Indonesia
has not done enough.

LS

Usefulinot useful based on his motive as a VP, based on biasness.

it is not useful because he is a VP of Indonesia and he would
definitely want to defend for the efforts of his country in solving
the haze problem so that others will not blame Indonesia for the
haze. This is to seen can from his purpose of trying to convince (V)
the world leaders from the developed countries/the Singapore and
Mataysia governments (A) who may be criticizing Indonesla for the
haze In Southeast Asia and other environmental problems, that
Indonesia has already done their best and that it is not the entirely
Indonesia’s fault for the haze situation but foreigners play a bigger
part.(M) This Is evidenced by the source We have done all that we
can do. We have deployed a number of aircraft, troops and funds for
putting out of fire and investigation. Companies from neighbouring
countries were paying locals to clear lands using the slash-and-burn
technique. It was the foreigners, who needed land between 1960 and
1979, initially taught Indonesians how to destroy the forests. In the
name of development, our forests were cut down. This Is to convince
the world leaders of the developed countries/the Malaysia and
Singapore govermnments to cease blaming Indonesia for not doing
enough and to reflect on the environmentai problem teoo. (O}

[6m]

L6

L5+ Ultimately still useful because of perspective.

However, the source can be ultimately useful in sharing a particular
perspective of the haze management effort by the Indenesian authority.

Study Source D

Are you surprised by the comments of Mrs Kahirani in this
source? Explain your answaer.

[fm]

7]

L1

Surprised/not surprised based on provenance.

(1

13

« Surprised as she is an Indonesia.
+ Not surprised as she is an Indonesian who has suffered from the
haze for many years.

L2

Surprised/not surprised based on what she said.
2m for message. 3m for message and evidence.

Not surprised because she said that she has been experiencing
this haze Issue for more than a decade yet nothing seems to have
been done to rectify the problems even though It Is serious
enough to cause loss of lives. This is evidenced by ‘It has been like
this for more than 15 years. Every year thousands of people are
affected by ISPA (Acute Respiratory Infection), but never seem to be
able to entirely put an end to such practices apparently due to the lack
of investigative prowess and authority support’,

12-3]

)

Surprised/not surprised based on cross-reference
4m for surprised/not surprised
&m surprised and not surprised

Surprised by what she sald about the weak effort by the authority
due to weak capability and support by the government, This is
however not reflected/different from background information
which shows that the Indonesla government has stepped up effort
to arrest the problem as evident by ‘deploying resources to put out
the firg and enforcing laws to stop companies involved from worsening
the situation’. The weak action of the government is however
reflected in Source D's evidence ‘Every vyear, regional
administrations try to take action against offenders but never seem to
be able to entirely put an end to such practices apparently due to the
lack of investigative prowess and authority support.’

Not surprised as she is not the only one who recognises the
corrupted practices of the authority In leading to the forest fire
and haze problems. Both Source D and Source E state the same
corrupted behaviours that cause the haze problem to perpetuate.
This is evidenced in Source D 'upsets me most is the fact that some
companies and officials conspire to allow land and forest fires to
continue to happen’. Similarly, this corrupted behaviour is also
mentioned in Source E which says ‘Corruption process does not allow
plantation companies to be punished.’

Can usa F as cross-referenced as this is a ‘surprised’ guestion?

45

L4

Surprised, based on provanance

I am surprised that as an Indonesian, she is willing to freely admit that
her country is a highly corrupted one. As an Indonesian, she should

[6-7]

14
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@) | Study Sources E and F.

try to defend for her country’s actions and efforts. Instead, Ms
Kahirani did not try at all to defend for her country’'s actions and
draw an extremely negative picture of the situation by criticising
the weak effort of the Indonesian government due to corruption
(M) as evidenced from ‘Every year, regional administrations try to take
action against offenders but never seem to be abie to entirely put an
end to such practices apparently due to the lack of investigative
prowess and authority support. upsets me most is the fact that some
companies and officials conspire to allow land and forest fires to
conlinue to happen'. She is trying to criticlse her government of
their weak effort and serious corruption (M) and convince the
Indonesian government (A) that more has to be done to resolve
the haze issue as the effort Is highly weak.(O)

Undeveloped answers (without evidence) — 6 marks
Fuily developed answers with all the necessary criterion and evidence
met — Tmarks.

Both Source E and Source F have different views towards the
ability of Indonesia to solve the reglonal haze problem, Whose
view is more reliable here? Explain your answer.

8]

Indonesia but also showing the lack of a strong government
commitment that leads to the never —ending haze, This is evidenced
from The haze poses high economic cost to the country itself too.
Indonesia deployed more than 3,000 personnel, including military and
police, to put out fires and investigate. All these respond will be slow to
solve the problem as the root is the corrupted system. This is the one of
the issues the government needs to seriously tackle'.

Source F Is less reliable because Jakarta Post is an Indonesia
media so It will be less reliable. Based on how the media writes in
this case, it Is bias towards the effort of the government and show
that the government, especially the President will be effective as
evidenced from ‘People say bad people have strong backing from local
law enforcers and government officials. Good people have the backing
of the Presidant. Here at last is a president who translates words into
action',implying that he will take actions to end the haze problem.

Lt

Rellability based on provenance

Sowurcs E is more reliable because it is by CNN.
Source F is less reliable because it is by Jakarta Post.

[1m]

L2

Reliability based on explalned provenance

Source E is more reliable because it is by CNN and as an external
party which has no stake in the haze problem as well as the fact that it
is written by an expert — meteorologist, it is more reliable,

Source F is less reliable because Jakarta Post is an Indonesia media
s0 it will be less reliable as it wants to protect Indonesia’s reputation.

[2m]

L3

Answer based on provenance and supported content

Source E is more rellable because It is by CNN and as an external
party which has no stake in the haze problem as wall as the fact
that it is written by an expert — meteorologist, It Is more reliable, It

wrote a balanced article in this case by recognizing the efforts of the

[3m]

Answer based on content + vaild cross-referencing
Award 4m for cross-referencing to support stand for 1 source.
Award 5m for cross-referencing to support stand for 2 sources.

Source E is moro rellable because the CNN article Is supported by
Source D. Both Source D and Source E reflect the same corrupted
behaviours/administration that cause the haze problem to
perpetuate. This is evidenced in Source D ‘upsets me most is the fact
that some companies and officiais conspire to allow land and forest
fires to continue to happen’. Similarly, this corrupted bahaviour is also
mentioned in Source E which says ‘Corruption process does not allow
plantation companies to be punished.’

Source F is less reliable because article is contradicted by Source
B in terms of the ability to enforce faws in this haze issue.

Source F shows that the law has been enforced as svident by 'Seven
corporate executives in connection with itlegal forest fires across
Sumatra and Kalimantan were arrested on Wednhesday' However,
Source B shows that the legal limit in such haze issue can be at most
carried out ‘without enabling*the punishment or legal enforcement on
any companies’, implying that the haze issue may not be soived by law
enforcement strictly./arrest may not amount to anything.

[4-5m]

15

LS

No, answer based on purpose, supported
7m for one purpose, Bm for two purposes.

[7-8m]

16
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Source E is more reliable because it is by CNN and as an external
party which has no stake in the haze problem as well as the fact
that It is written by an expert — meteorclogist, it is more reliable, It
educate the Americans with a balanced arlicle by recognizing the major
weakness in the government system that leads to the never -
ending haze and yet also recognizes that the haze is a costly one
for Indonesia herself too.(M) This is evidenced from 'Corruption
process does not allow plantation companies to be punished,” And that
"The haze poses high economic cost to the country itself tbo. Indonesia
deployed more than 3,000 personnel, including military and police, to
put out fires and investigate’. This is to convinge(V) the
Americans(A) the problem is not as simple as it looks and that the
Indonesians are not ignoring the problem and it brings high cost
to the country too(M), hence should lead to more understanding of
tha Issue and refrain from only blaming the country.(O}

AND

Source F is less rellable because Jakarta Post is an Indonesia
meadia so it will be less reliable as It wants to protect the
reputation of its country and the President. Based on how the
media writes in this case, it is bias towards the effort of the government
and trying to convince the regional population who are affected by the
haze that the Indonesian government, especially the President
Jokowl will be effective(M) as evidencad from 'Pecple say bad people
have strong backing from local law enforcers and government officials.
Good people have the backing of the President. Here at last is a
president who translates words into action’. This Is to convince(V)
that the regional population(A) who is affected by the haze to stop
pointing their fingers at Indonesia for being Ineffective /blame
Indonesia for doing nothing and to convince thelr Indonasian to
continue supporting the Indonesian government who will do its
best In end the haze problem.({Q)

Section B

Healthcare In Singapore

1

(a)

Explain how self-reliance helps to manage the healthcare costs in
Singapore.

81

17

Level | Descriptors L Marks
L1 Writes without focus on the question. - 1
e.g. no description of the individual in managing healthcare needs
of people in Singapore
L2 Describes given factor but without explaining them, 23
Award 2 marks for any descriptions and an additional mark for any
supporting delail
L3 Explain the given factor 4-5

Award 4 marks for an explanation and an additional mark for any
supporting detail

Self-reliance is whereby individuals are encouraged to take
responsibility for their healthcare. One such way is through
Medisave. A certain amount of money from the individuat's Central
Provident Fund (CPF) contributions every month is channeled into
their Medisave accounts. Over the years, the use of Medisave has
been extended to pay for certain expensive treatments. The money
from the Medisave account can also be used to pay hospital bills.
Individuais can also manage the affordability of their healthcare by
purchasing Medishield which is a national healthcare insurance
scheme. Individuals can make use of this Medishield lo pay for
large medical bills which Medisave does not cover such as iong-
term hospitalization or treatment of serious illnesses such as
dialysis. Hence, by getting individuals to be take responsibility
for their health and to pay for part of their medical expenses,
people are naturally encouraged to stay healthy and make an
effort to lead a healthy lifestyle. This would allow health care
system to be efficlent and affordable. By encouraging
Singaporeans to have money In their Medisave accounts, they

i8

50



are better able to pay for healthcare. In this way, people share
the costs of healthcare with the government. Medisave helps
to lighten the government’s burden of paying for healthcare
sorvices and thus it becomes a shared responsibility.
Healthcare costs can then be effectively managed in this way.

(b)

Explain two other ways that help in managing healthcare costs in
Singapore. Which one of them do you think is more important?
Explain your answer,

L1

Identifies other measure(s) that help manage healthcare costs
Award 1 mark for identifying one reason & 2 marks for identifying
two measures.

L2

Describes other factor (s)
Award 3 marks for describing one factor and an additional mark for
another factor.

L3

Explain one given factor
Award 5 marks for one explanation and an additional mark for any
supporting detail.

Another approach that can play an important role in managing the
healthcare will be the community. The community provides some
healthcare support services to meet the needs of the psople. This is
so that the government does not have to bear the full responsibility
of managing healthcare services in Singapore. For exampls, when
some patients are discharged from hospitals and still require
medical care, they can be sent to organisations such as voluntary
welfare organisations (VWOQ) to be taken care of, These YWOQO's
and some private organisations are given grants by the
government to run their community hospitals, nursing homes
and day rehabilitation centres for these Indlviduale, The
presence of organisations who set up care centres such as
community hospitals, nursing homes and rehablilitation
centres ensures that indilviduals have a variety of after care
opticns to choose from based on their means, ensuring that
healthcare affordability is managed In Singapore.

5-6

L4

L3 plus Explains other factor
Award 7 marks for an explanation of a second factor and an
additional mark for any supporting datail.

The government plays an important role in ensuring that healthcare
is made accessible and affordable to all who need it. An example is

7-8

19

the direct subsidies that are given to govemment hospitals,
polyclinic and some nursing homes for the eiderly to ensure that
basic heaithcare services are available for all Singaporeans. The
government also provides different rates of subsidlies to the
different classes of wards in hospitals. For example, the Class C
wards receive the most subsidies. Another initialive by the
government would be the setting up of Medifund which is a way to
provide help to those who are unable to pay for healthcare despite
other measures such as Medisave and Medishield. The
government’s implementation of the abovementioned policies
offsets the high cost of medical care that is incurred by its citizens.
The policies act as a safety net to ensure that healthcare is made
affordable to all who need it. The government also ensures that
resources are allocated fairly and equally such that every
individual In need of medical attention has access and can
afford the treatments required. This will hence ensure that
healthcare always remains affordable to the masses.

LS

L4 plus Explains relative Importance of the two chosen
measures that help to manage healthcare costs in Singapore.
i.e. not just why they are important, but explains why one is more,
and the other less, important.

Award the higher mark in the leve! for more fully devaloped
answers

9-10

Bonding Singapore

()

Explain how the multi-racialism policy helps to foster national
identity in Singapore.

8]

Level

Descriptors

Marks

L1

Discusses national identity in generaliwithout focus on the question

L2

Describas multi-racialism policy
Award the higher mark in the level for more fully developed
answers.

2-3

L3

Explains how the multi-racialism policy helps to foster national
Identity.
i.e. shows link between the reason and result in international

45
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